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men. It should be added that his Hippocratism was conditioned by his bitter
criticism of Galen. He naturally distanced himself from Galen's interpreta­
tion of Hippocrates and developed a somewhat personal view, where the
Greek physician is considered a 'divine philosopher' apart entiire. unlike the
majority of his contemporaries, who continued to follow Galen's opinion.

Let us examine some singular examples where Cardano uses [he text of
Hippocrates to elaborate his natural philosophy. In his extremely popu­
lar work, De subtilitate (Nuremberg, 1550), he calls upon the authority of
Hippocrates to explain his vitalistic view of the universe. Then he estab­
lishes a synthesis of an idea that he attributes to Hippocrates with that
which is found in the enigmatic cosmological passage of Aristotle's On tlac
Grneration of Animals, 11,3. He says:

[... ] it is evident that Hippocrates correctly said: the soul is nothing but that the
celestial hear. This also corresponds well with the opinion of Aristotle since he
wants the heat of spiritus to have a certain analogy with the element of stars. For,
whether the heat is the soul or its first instrument, wherever there is this [kind of]
heat, it is evident that the soul irself should also be present: rherefore l the re should
be] life too. For, life is nothing but the work of the soul. •

Here Cardano does not make clear his source for this Hippocratic idea. In
fact, it comes from On Fleshes, where the Hippocratic author affirms the
cosmological dimension of the sours origin. It is precisely the same pas­
sage that Femel used to defend the immortality and the celestial origin
of the soul. Thus, for Cardano, the celestial heat is animate and endowed
with intelligence. and it is precisely because of this heat that the omnipres­
ence of the soul in the entire universe is guaranteed. just as Aristotle says
in his On the Generation of AnimaLs, IJI. 11: «All things are in a sense full of
sou!».! It should, however. be said that in Cardano's De subtilitate. the use
of Hippocrates remains very limited and only symbolic. This is one of the
first attempts in his philosophical reading of Hippocrates, built on treatises

I C.U.DANO, De .uwfilirau. v (Elio N('nci, Girolamo CardatW: De sllbrilitalt, Milan, FrancoAngeli,
1004, I. pp. 451-452.): ~[ .•. ) manifcstum est quod reete dixit Hippocrates, animam nihil aliud esse
quam (oeleste illud calidum. Quod et Aristotelis opinioni adhaeret, dum vult spiritus calorcm
proportionem habere: quandam cum c1emento steUarum. Nam seu calor sir anima. seu ilIius pri­
mum imtrumentum. ubi calor hie erit. palam est oportere adesse etiam ipsam animam, quare et
vitam; est enim vita nihil, aliud quam opus animae ... C[ G. GleLloNI. Girolamo Cardan" ~ Giklio
Ct'S4rt ScaligtTO: il dibaUit.o sui nlofo dtll'allima wgffllr1vez. in Girolamo Car~llo: It' "I'NT, Ie101l1i. la
\lila. ed. M. Baldi and G. Canziani. Milan. FrancoAngeli, 1999. pp. 31]'339: J2.4·]1~; I. SCttOTZE.
Oil NalurplliloJCPhit in Girolamo C4r~nOJ De subtilitate. Munich. Fink, 1000, pp. lU·l1j. Sec: also
ARISTOTLE, On tht Grnerarion of Animals. 11.3, n6bn-71737; F. SOLNSEN, The \'icalllttJI. the Inborn
Pltt1lma and lhe Arthn, .Journal of Hellenic Studies .., LXlvn, 1957. pp. 119'113; G. FRBUUENTHAL,

AriJ.otlL's Thtoryof Mata'i41 Sllbsfancr; HUH and PMlma. Form I2nd Soul. Oxford. Clan'ndon. 1995.
pp. 107-114; HIRAI. AIUT Galtnw. cit., pp. 2.4'17.

~ AJUSTOTU. On tht Gt'ltnation of Animal.l, III, 11. 761311. C[ HIRAI. Lt conct'pl. cil., pp. 42'

143.
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such as On Regimen and On Fleslacs. From here on, we shaD concentrate on
his use of these two texts.

Among his early writings. in the treatise entitled ContradiCfiones medico­
nmz, Cardano discusses the immortality of the sou] 'naturalistically speak·
ing' (naturaliter loquens). I In its later addition. he affirms that Hippocrates
attested to the soul's immortality in two key passages. one of which comes
from On Fleslaes and the other from On Regimen. For the former, it is the
same phrase in the beginning of the treatise that Fernel used. Cardano
says:

Hippocrates seems to have estimated that our soul is immortal, when he writes in
his book On Fkshes as follows: .What we caU'heat' seems 10 me indeed immortal.
and it understands aU things. sees and knows all that is and that will be. Thus when
all things were in a state of turbulence, the greatest pan of this (heat) separated
off into the upper circumference. And it seems to me that the Ancients called it
'ether: Another portion placed below is called 'earth: cold, dry and in great mo·
tion. and in this part resides indeed a great portion of heat_ The rhird. which is the
air, occupied the intermediate space, having heat and moisrure; the fourth, which
occupies the closest space to the earth, is most moist and thickest •. Since he esti·
mates thus that human being is constituted from these four and thar the soul is this
heat. he wanted without doubt the soul to he immortal. •

It should be noted that Calvo's translation of On Fleslles, on which Cardano
bases himself here, as did Fernel, emphasizes in particular the celestial ori­
gin of the soul, unlike the version of Cornarius and the modern readings.

As for the other passage, which comes from On Regimen. Cardano con·
tinues:

The same [Hippocrates] in the first book On Rrgimnt has these words rhat I have
quoted elsewhere. yet in another purpuse: «So nothing perishes totally, and nOlh·

I Only its first hook was published in Venice in 1545. then two books in Lyon in 1548. The olh·
ers, written in Ihe 15505 and 15605 hut probably finisheu around 1563. were only puhlishl'd Ioul"
in 166). in his complete works. I have used as tellt the edition of CARDA:'olO. Opera om'lia (Lyon.
1661). VI. pp. 159'913.

• CARIMNO, Cotllradittiont'J. VI, 10 (O}-'fra. \'1. p. 764): 0 Hippocrates videtur animam nostram
censUisse immonalem rum in Iibro Dc carnilnu haec scripsit: Er \liJerur sanl mihi id quod C,llldulll
\·ctl.lnu.u. immMtalt (SU, tt cunCla inttlligcrc, tt \icltrt, rt scire omnia. tum pnusmtia, lum fUrura. Hu­
jw iguur plunma pars, quum turbara tjj(rlt omnia. III suptrnam cimm!fnmliam sC(cssit. El \,.Inllur
mini Ipsum wlnej tJelnt'rtJ nomitl4SSt', AllcrtJ pars lotjt-rntJ, OptUMur ltrra, fiigidum quid tl SiCOlPfl, cl
mulrij mOlionil71U olmoxium, tt in MC S4nt' mulrum taridl !ncst. TcrrllJ pars aniJ, medium lO('llm ('("
cupa\ir. calidum q&lid ac humidum txiJrnu. Qllarra vcro pars ICTTtU' proximum locum carpit. IIWllli,l,s·
simllm q&lid QC CTIUSisimllt11. Cum c:rRu censeat hominem ex his quaruor constate ct anim,un essc
calidum mud. haud dubie animam immortalcm (SSt' voluit ... Cf HIPPOCRATES. On Fltshrs. J.

(Liure. VIII. p. 58,;); SIRAISJ, Clecle and Mirror. dt., p. 156, n. 103. On the co~mic heat. see W
SruLRRI. L'anlhropogotlle dll Peri sarkon (tt Diodorr, I,. J s.), in Formes dc pen.sf~ dmu ta Colrc.,ioll
hlppomui'lut, ed. F. Lasserre and P. Mudry. Genc,,,a. Droz. 198.1, pp. 57'70; FREUDENTHAL, Arisro·
tIc's Th((lry, riL, pp. 95-97.
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ing comes into being that did not exist before. But things change by mingling and
by being separated. People think that one thing, being increased, is generated from
Hades to the light. while anOlher. diminishing, perishes and is corrupted from the
light into Hades [...J». Thus, since Hippocrates estimates that nothing is corrupted
but is only separated or dispersed. it is evident that the soul is immortal and cannot
be corrupted according to Hippocrates.'

It is in these two texts of Hippocrates that Cardano had found the crucial
ideas by which he developed his theories on the soul and the elements in
his De subtilitme.

A still more important passage, which could be largely diffused in medi,
cal milieus, is found in his commentary on Hippocrates' Aphorisms (Ba·
sci, 1564), namely in the preface to its seventh and last book. According to
Cardano, the natural philosophy of Hippocrates teaches the origin and im·
mortality of all things, the three elements and the celestial heat. especially
by the treatises On Regimen and On Fleshes. He says:

In the natural philosophy, [Hippocrates] proposed five goals, the first [of which) is
to discuss the origins of all things, and he showed it in the first book On Rrgimt't1.
That is what we also declared: nothing is corrupted or destroyed but all persists;
three [remain] because they are elements. i.e., earth, water and air, yet being divid·
ed and separated; one is totally immortal that he calls 'fire: 'heat' or 'heaven,' on
which he dearly teaches in the book On Fltshts [... J. Whence it is evident enough
that we agreed with him on the elements' number and substance (although we did
not then know these things) as well as on the quality of heaven. 1

[n the huge sum of the writings of Cardano. there are perhaps other pas­
sages still more eloquent and more accessible to the contemporaries of
Gemma. However, as can be clearly observed in this phrase, Hippocrates is
presented as an ancient sage, who knew and taught the very secret of the
original constitution of the world and the soul, namely through On Regi­
men and On Fleshes.

1 Conrradictionrs. VI. 10 (Opt'ra. IV. p. 764): .. Idem in primo De diaera haec habet quae etiam
alia~ a me, sed ad aliud proposimm recitata sunr. El qUidrnt l'Iullum om"ino corpus ptril. 'WJllt si'
quod prillS non trat; lItTUm ptrmista t't discn'ra pt'mud4nrUr. HominroS 4Utt'ltl puta"t hot quidam rx
orro in rucmt auetum gt'JItTari, mud VCTO rx llU't in Ol"C'Um immimth4m pcrirr ac corrumpi [ ...]. Cum
ergo Hippocrates censeat nihil carrumpi. sed solum separari aut dissipari; liquet animam juxta
Hippocratem esse immortalem. nee posse corrumpi ' ... J•. Cf. HIPPOCRATES. On Rrgimm, 1,4

(lInre. VI. pp. 47-.-475). On this Hippocratic passage. see also HIRAI. Lt conccpt. ell.. pp. 25J-154.

• CAROANO. In st'J1fmt ApkorUmorum IlippO(J'aru (OmlrlmCaJ"ia. Vlt. preface (Optra. VUI. p. 532):
-In naturali philosophia quinque proposuit sibi fines, primum. ut de omnium rerum initils dis·
putaret. idque in primo Dr diaefa ostendens. quod el nos declaravimus. nihll corrumpi aut inter­
ire. sed omnia manerc; tria qUidem quod sint elementa. lerram. el aquam. et aerem, sed dividl
ac segrcgari; unum prorsus immortalc, quod ignem seu calidum vocal. seu coelum. quod apt'rte
in libm De camibws dacel [ ... ]. Unde nos ab ilIo non discrepasse de clementorum numero ac
substantia. quamvis rum haec non sciremus, tum etiam de eeeli qualitale salis perspicuum est-.
Cf. SrRAIsl, C/MJc and Mirrar, cit.• p. 286. n. 39.
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4. GEMMA AND HIS NEOPLATONIC HIPPOCRATISM

The University of Louvain had embraced Hippocratic medicine from an
early period in the context of Renaissance humanism. Hieremias Thriv·
erius Brachelius (1504-15;4), the medical professor and friend of Vesalius.
published his commentary on Hippocrates' Aphorisms for the book I alone
in 1538 (and for the other books in 1551), even before that of Antonio Musa
Brasavola (1500-1555) in 1541 and that of Leonhard Fuchs (1501-1566) in 2544. I

His aim, however, was not to deliver a philosophical reading. His method
was philological in the service of medical practice. As for the other Lou·
vanist scholars who wrote on natural philosophy. such as Sebastian Fox·
Morzillo (1523-1560) or Nicolaus Biesius (2526-'572/3), they did not develop a
particularly philosophical interpretation of Hippocrates either. 1

By contrast. it is remarkable that. from the beginning of his On tht' Di­
vine Signs of Nature, Gemma calls upon the authority of Hippocrates and
interprcts the notion of 'divinc' in the manner of Fernel. Moreover. he
quotes diverse works attributed to the Greek physician everywhere in this
treatise. But it should be said that in his philosophical. or more precisely.
Neoplatonic reading of Hippocrates, On Regimen occupies the central place
as in Cardano. Indeed, already in his first major work entitled De artc cyclog­
nomica (Antwerp. 1569), whose imperial privilege dates from 1567. Gemma
calls Hippocrates' On Regimen 'the divine book.') [n another passage, On
Regimen is used with On Fleshes, just as in Cardano. On the relation of the
spiritus, soul and body of [he world. Gemma affirms that his opinion does
not differ from that of Plato and Cicero, whose wisdom goes back into the
most anciem source of medicine, Hippocrates and especially his treatise On

, On Thriverius, see P,j. HAAN, Norice sur la \1e er ltj ouvragrs dt' Hicrrmias Thrillmt.s, •Annuairr
de I'universilc catholique de Louvain". x. 1846. pp. 117'~5; Lmm:. Paris Hipl'0crlJlirs. cit.• pp.
,60'161; R. VAN Hnr!,jtrrmias dr Drijvtrr: Em rrnaiuQI1Ct"gt'tlt't'Shcrr uit VIaanden-n• •S('icntiarum
hiswria". XVlI, 1991, pp. 75-79-

• S. Fox·MoRZILLO. Dc natural' philosophia. stll Ilt: ,JuuonlS tl Aristotclis COnsffl.SIOI1C. L(}uvain,
1554. Cf. R. LUEBEN, Srbaslian Fox Mo~lIo u"d snnt' tr.!tcltnr,usrhcorrtischc Stdlung {Ur Naturr'nloSt) ,
phit. Bonn. Hanstein, 1911; M. SOLA NA. HUlon', dr Ia jilostl[1il r$panola: (PO~4 del Rcnadmirnto (S1gld
1\'f), Mallnd, Aldus. 1941, t. pp. 573·617. N. BUlslUs. Dt Ul1l\'tTSifdU sivt de IlniVCTJa natural' philos·
cphia. Antwerp, 1556. Cf. BlogTaphir narlcnalr ,Ir Hdgiqut, II, 1868, cots. 418-419; TUORNDIKE. A Hu­
'ory I'JI .\tagtt'. cil.. VI. pp. 39.098; l. BAItELANTS. I.e De universitate dt Xicolas Bltsiw. 0( Lnomus
Collection •• XLIV. 1960. pp. lJ8·145.

I GU..a.M. Dc arrt o'c1ognomica, Antwerp, 1569 Ihereafter ....c]. I. preface. pp_ 7-R. Cf. M Mul.­
so\\', Sulcnwa,gm "ltd AhnlichlcriutI14uhint'; Zur Rnduwift dt'r prakrischcn GcOmtfrn- ill drr Ars cy­
c1ognomicil \'On C"rndiw Gnnma. in SrC'lmm.aschillt'Jl; Gatrungsrradifionf'l'l. Flmktiontn Ulld uu·
fungsgrcn{tn drr MnmtOkCh"iktn ,'am oSpdun Miuf'l.allt'r bis {11m Brgitllt dn ModC'n1f', ed. J. J. Hems
d aI., Wien, Uohlau. 2000. pp. 149';l77; IOEM. An'ana naturae: \'t'rhcrxme UrsrIchm lind IInivmtlk
Methode von Femd bu Gnnma und Bodin. in Drr Na'urfJrgriff in dey Friihcn NC'U~ril. cd. 1: Leinkauf.
TUbingen, Niemeyer,loos. pp.ll·68.



, AC, 1.8, pp. 11.4-115. & AC, J. 9, p. 1.45. J AC. II. 6. p. 63.
4 AC. II, J, p. ~: .Supra qualitatem constituo spiritum. qui meo judicio. et secundum mentem

Hippocratis libra Dc dieta. De camibuJ. a vere innato calido minime difTen. uti nec illc communis
spiritus mundi ab elemento steUarum. quod multi in ore saepius habent. inteJJigunt sane per­
pauo. Hie ille est spirirus adventantis formae. vel animae primarium instrumentum; conncettt
formam corporibus. uti aUigarur iisdem spiritus intercedente vehiculo quaJitatis. Ule C'.~t idem
spiritus quem eenset Hippocrates cuneta perficere, m:ctere, videre et intel1igcre~.

Regimen. I Then, according to Gemma, it is in On Regimen that Hippocrates
establishes rwo entities, fire and water, as the immediate elements of mixed
bodies, He also explains, as did Cardano, that Hippocrates advances in On
Fleshes the celestial heat which is animate and endowed with intelligence. ~
On the structure of the world, his discussion revolves around the notion of
the world's universal spiritus which he qualifies as creator·like. There, he
uses On Regimen as undeniable evidence to justifY his arguments.·1 Finally,
alluding to the cosmological passage of Aristotle's On the Generation of Ani·
mals, 11,3, he says:

Above the quality, I place the spiritw which, to my opinion as well as according to
the view of Hippocrates in the books On Regimen and On Fltshts, does not really
differ from the innate heat, just as that universalspiritzu of the world does not dif·
fer from the element of stars. Many people often speak of it, but very few really
understand it. Here the former kind of spiritUJ is the first instrument of a form to
come or that of a soul. It connects the fonn to bodies as the spiritus is tied to these
bodies by a carrier quality which intervenes. It is the same spiritUJ as that which
perfects, connects, sees and understands all according to Hippocrates. ~

[t is evident that this argument is based on the combination of Aristotle's
idea on the heat of spiritus contained in semen with that of Hippocrates
on the animate celestial heat. This is precisely the same combination estab­
lished by Cardano in his De subtilitate.

Let us return to On the Divine SigtlJ of Nature. In this treatise, in order to
explain his an called ·cosmocritic' (cosmocririca). Gemma first appeals to
the notion of 'divine' of the Ancients. To his eyes, this medical principle is
important for the remedy of mind and body as well as for the restoration of
health in human beings and in human society. Gemma regrets that very few
people really understand what this divine is, Then he divides the medical
art into three parts: 1) that which shows before our eyes the state of things
(diagnostike); 2) that which works through prognostication or prediction
(prognostike); 3) that which shows the hidden causes of the actions of things
(praktike or poietike). For rum, this threefold division is the foundation of
Hippocrates· medicine, and each treatise of the Hippocratic corpus deals
with one of these three parts. Then, to show the role of prognostication
in medicine, Gemma makes recourse to a lener attributed to Hippocrates,
which reads as follows:
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Medicine and prophecy are very closely related, since of the two arts Apollo is the
single father. He. who is my ancestor. declares the diseases that are and that will be
and he heals those on whom sickness is coming and has come. '

Thus, for Gemma just as for Cardano, prophecy and medicine are insepa­
rably tied, and this intimate tie is bJUaranteed by the authority of Hippoc·
rates.

What is more important comes next. According to Gemma, there exist
in the universe seven degrees of diVinity, the first of which resides in matter
and the second in the form of mixed bodies. The third degree, more impor­
tant than the first two, is situated in spiritus for all that is produced, either
through the Idea conceived in the soul, as in the case of the formation of a
fetus, or through the action of celestial rays, as are the works of the innate
heat. In this way, Gemma ties the notion of spiritus to the innate heat in the
macrocosm as well as in the microcosm. He says:

Indeed, since spiritus is the knot and tie of extreme things, in regarding both sides to
the same degree by the kindred of its nature, it is not surprising if it ties the soul to
the body in man, celestial force to sublunary things in the exterior sphere, corporeal
faculties to incorporeal faculties in both realms, and if it mixes up among them the
seminal reasons of all things which act and are acted. Since it panicipatcs in all,
draws aU through all. composing very different things into one species by the perpet·
ual change of contrary movements (that is, by the attraction, by the repulsion or by
the rotation of itself), Hippocrates. more than divine. attributes this triple motion (0

it by reall)' subtle signs in the first book On Rtgimtn and in the book On Drt'ams."

For Gemma, just as for the other Ficinians of the Renaissance, the notion
of spiritus is an indispensable pillar for the structure of the universe and
man, Here it is Hippocrates' On Regimen that occupies the central place
with On Dreams to explain the nature of the spiritus.

Then, Gemma places Hippocrates beside Hermes and the Platonists,

I NDC, I. t. p, 26. cr. HIPPOCRAl'ES, uuer to Philoprimtn, 1; (Littre. II. p. 343 = W D. SMITII.

Hippocratts: Psnultpigraphic \.Vrirings. Leiden. Brill. 1990, p. 71).
i NDC. I. ~. P. )1: .. Nam cum extremorum nodus et vlnclum .sit spiritus. naturae suac co!.,"a·

tione panter utrumque respidens, non mirum si in homine animam corpon. in exteriure ctrcUltu
coelestem Vlm sublunaribus jungat. utrobique facultat('s corporeas incorporei.s. et Inter 5(' mis·
ceat omnium rerum agentium ac passibilium seminomas rationes: cum sit omnium particeps,
omnia prof omnia tr3hat. res diversissimas in speciem unius pcrpetua mONum contrariorum
\;cissitudine (nunc adtraetione scilicet, nunc pulsione. nunc sui revolutione) camponcns: quem
triplicem iUi matum designat occuhis admodum notis plusquam divinus Hippocrates I1bro Dr
JiatllJ. I. rt libra Dr insomni.:s•. On the notion of 'seminal reasons' in the Renaissance. scc H.
HIRAI, Ccncepts of Suds and Nattm in tht Work of Marsilio Ficino, in Marsilio Ficino: lIiJ TheoloJO',
HiJ Philosophy, HiJ l.cglJry. ed. M.J. B. Allen and V. Recs. Leiden, Brill. 200:l. pp. 2.57-2.84; h)IlM, La
forrune du (onerpl de stnttnu de Marsile Ficin au xvl' sitclc. Cl Accademia: Revue de 13 societe Marsilc

Ficin., 1\', 2.00:l. pp. I09·lJ~.



\ NDC, I. 2. p. 30. cr. HIPPOCRAtES. On Placts in Mal1. 1 (Lime, VI. p. 2.79): GALBN, Dt IISU par·
hllm, VI, 16 (KUhn, III, p. 491). See also T. LUINKAUF. Muftdw combinahls: StvditJI {lIr S'rukturdtr
bllrockm UnivtTJ4lwissnaschajiam lkUpitl Arftal'l4Siw Kircher! S] (16oN68o), Berlin. Akademie, 199],
pp. 83'91: H. Hnv.l, Amt dt 14 ttrrt, gbtbafioll sponUll1tt tf Origillt dt 14 vit: Fortunio Lit-ttl cririqU-' de
Marrik Fitin, llBruniana c!r Campanelliana., XII, 1006, pp. 451-469: 457.

~ Nnc, 1,3. pp. 34-35: «[ ... ] vcrissime scilicet dictum esse 3 Plalonicis quondam. atque ab ipso
anliquiore Hippocrate: To~m illud quod mundus wlltniva.sum diritur, tSSt quoddam animal unum
cui mt7U "nlc4 ~14nimkS linkS ""0 spirit" pratditus. ptY corpus uni£um sit summa atquabllilJJlt d~­
SllJ. [ ... J. Censemus itaque mundum hunc unum pariteralque multiplicem in mundos plurimos
aptc distribui ve:lut aniculos. et membra naturae tum similis tum dissimilis [... J. Praetrr iuque
supremum ilium et incorporeum mundum, a quo caetera pendent, tres sunl corporei. nem con­
tinuo. ac velut cathena aurea copulati. major, minor. ac inler utrumque humana respubUca-.

J NDe, J, 4, p. 64: ell...] agente spiritu et materic humida: quea duo Hippocrates ignem el aq·
uam ,,,tis oscure, physici to emphuton thermon kai 10 ugron prologeneon appellarunl, Moises
fortasse in operis sui auspicio cae]i cl terrae nominibus malvit insinire [...J... Cr. HIPPOCRATeS,
On Rtgimtn, 1,3"7 (Littre, VI, pp. 47-1-476): Gtne$is, I, 1.

since they fonn, according to him, the same school in quest of the 'divine'
in nature and in the universe. He affirms that Hippocrates and Anaxagoras
said that'all is in all: since the goodness of God is diffused everywhere in
the world and fills all things with Ideas. •Thw, we can observe that Gemma
really places Hippocrates in the main stream of the prisca tlleologia. For him,
we should not fall into the interpretation of Galen, who, in his commen·
tary on Prognostic, attributed the 'divine in diseases' to the air's pestilen­
tial conditions. But Hippocrates' words should be taken 'more saintly and
more reverently' (sanclius et augustius). Gemma continues:

[••• Jit was, of course, very rightly said once by the Platonists and by Hippocrates
himself, who was more ancient: .. All that is called 'world' or 'universe' is a certain
single animal in which one intellect or one mind endowed v.;th one spiritJU is dif·
fused through the entire body in a supreme balance [.. ,r. Thus, we judge that this
world, at the same time single and multiple, is suitably divided into many worlds
like its parts and members of a similar and dissimilar nature [...]. Thus. besides
this supreme and incorporeal world, on which depends the rest, there exist three
corporeal worlds, the macro[cosmos]. the micro[cosmos] and the human society.
tied to each other by the unbroken knot and, so to speak, by the golden chain. 1

It is in this way that Gemma develops his explanation of the world's consti·
tution. His constant intention is to put Hippocrates at the head of the tradi­
tion of me prisca theologia. By placing Hippocrates beside Philo and Moses.
he goes even further to prepare the ultimate harmony between the Greeks
and the Christians. For him, what Hippocrates calls 'fire' and 'water' in On
Regimen corresponds to what Moses caUs 'heaven' and 'earth' in Genesu!J
Thus we observe in Gemma the extraordinary ascension of the status of
On Regimen. Indeed, this Hippocratic treatise occupies for him a central
and privileged place, even equivalent to such legendary literature as Moses'
Genesu, Hermes' Pimander and Plato's Timaeus.
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5. PETRUS SEVERINUS AND TUE PARISIAN CONNECTIONS?

We have so far observed the nature and the historical and intellectual can'
text of Gemma's philosophical Hippocratism. Fernel's and Cardano's view
of the Greek physician seems to have been fundamental to his endeavour.
But, aside from these two forerunners, were there other sources of inspi·
ration for his Neoplatonic interpretation of Hippocrates? I have shown
elsewhere that the Danish Paracelsian Petrus Severinus (1540/42-1602) ad­
vanced a particular philosophical reading of Hippocrates. I In his major
work, Idea medionat' philosopllicae (Basel, 1571), he developed a very original
interpretation of Hippocrates. using especially On Regimen. Severinus was
a contemporary of Gemma and their approaches show a striking similar­
ity. It is, however, very difficult to determine whether Gemma knew the
work of Severinus even befOTe its publication and whether he was inspired
by it in the composition of his first work De arre cyclognomica to de,.,c1op his
own reading of Hippocrates. Although Gemma was very well informed
on Paracelsianism, which was quickly spreading in the Low Countries. he
was hostile to the Paracelsian theory of the three principles of things. J But
the vision of the world of these two men is very close, largely infl ucnccd
by Renaissance Neoplaronism in the tradition of Ficino. In this situation,
should we not think rather that they shared a common source of inspira·
tion? Indeed. it is known that Severinus wrote the first draft of his work
while he was in Paris during the late 1560s. Gemma, in his turn, was close
to the Parisian milieu, as he knew Guillaume Postel (1;10-1581) and espe­
cially his disciple Guy Lc Fevrc de la Boderic (1541-1598), who came to Ant­
werp to collaborate in the production of the Polyglot Bible (1569-1572) by
the press of Christophe Plantin (1514/20-1589).) Gemma also had personal
acquaintance with]acques Charpentier (152.4-1574), who published a huge
commentary on Didaskalikos, attributed to Alcinoos the middle Platonist

, HIRAI. Lt conctpr, cit., pp. ~17·265. cr. NUTTON, fliprocral~s. cit .• p. 4J7:J. SHACKl>LFOIW. Tilt
Chankaf Hlpp«ratts: Paractlsial1 al1d Hippocratic Thto? in Pttrw StwrinlLS' Medical Philosophy. in
Rtin\·tt1ring HippocrattJ. ed. D. Cantor. Aldershot, Ashgatt:, 200~. pp. 59·88.

• NOC. 1.3. p. 35. He also uses the tanmony of Pietro Mattioli. Cf. AC. n.~, p 29· On ParOled·
sianism in the low Countries. see R. HAUliUX. Helmontlana. oAcademiae Analeeta .., XLV'}. J98.J.

pp. ]J-6J: 44-5°; C. QPSOM£R, R. HALLl!tJX. us scittlC'ts l1ar"rrllt's, fa chi.lUt tf ~ ~tdtCiltt. in HutIJITt'
ars samus m Btlgique Ml"An~uit; arilI. cd. R. Halleux tf at, Brussels. Credit communal. 1998.

pp. ll9'157: 1J4·136.
I See F SECRET. Noks sur Guillaume Posul. • Bibliotheque d'Humanisme el Renaissance -. xlUI.

1960, pp. 55~'56S: 559'560: IDEM. Guy Lt FCvri de fa BOMnt rt'prtJt'I1lJJftt at G. POJtd Ii la PolY810tlt'
d'AnWtJ. «Dc gulden passer-, XLIV. 1966, pp. 145'251: IDEM, l.'isotmsmt M Glly Lt Fmt' de lA
Bodtrit. Geneva. Droz. 1969, pp. 53. 55. 59-60. HO'UI; IOI!M, Corl1elius Gtltlnla ella prOrhrl't' Jt Ia
'Silrylft rihrtine', cRevue d'histoire ecdesiasliquclO. LXIV, 1969, pp. 423'431; B. RnKERs. Benilo Arias
MontLIno (lJl1-lj98), Leiden, Brill, 1971.
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in 1573. 1 However, although Charpentier often quotes Galen's On the Doc­
rnnes of Hippocrares and Plara and some texts of Hippocrates in his work. he
does not seem to develop a particular philosophical reading of On Regimen. 1

It should be added that Gemma was also tied by friendship with a disciple
of Fernel, Antoine Mizauld (ca. 1512'1578), who wrote several treatises on
astrological medicine. Unfortunately the most extensive study devoted to
Mizauld keeps silent on the phUosophical reading of Hippocrates. J Thus, at
the present stage of research, it is difficult to give a dear-cut answer to the
problem. Nevertheless, one cannot underestimate a possible connection
between Gemma's philosophical approach to the Greek physician and the
activity of the Parisian Neoplatonic circle of the 15605.

I J. CAkPENTAJlIUS. Plaronu C1Im AriJfDuk in univcr.ul philosophia comP'lra rio. Paris. 1573- Cf.
S. MATTON. Lc fiU~ af~t Charpt1tticr.lA Ramct apropos d'AriJtort. -Revue des sciences philos·
ophiques et theologiques D , LXI, 1986, pp. 67·86.

• On Galen's Dt pratitu Hippwaru t't Pltuonis in the Renaissance, see V. NunoN, Dc placitis
Hippocratis ct Platonis in rllt' Rmai.ssanct', in Lt "pm p.skologicht di GaWto. cd. P. Manuli and M.
Vcgetti. Naples, Biblioplis, 1988. pp. 181'309.

J J DUPEBE, Medtdnt, astrologit tI ,digicm o:i PdrU: Antoiltt Mitau1d (ca. 1JIz.J}}~), these d'e131.

Paris x Nantern:, 1999. Cf. Muuow, Arcana naturae, cif., pp. 52-54, 68.
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FIG. 1. Christ seen in the nova of 1572·

FIG. 2. The allegorical engraving of Belgica.
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